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Frequently Asked Questions about COSIMENA Call for Funding (FAQ)

a) Budget and Financial Plan:

1. What is the recommended budget range for the Winter/Summer School,
Workshop, and Symposia? Are there any specified minimum or maximum
amounts that need to be adhered to?

There is no budget range specified for each event format. It is allowed to apply for full or
partial funding for the events. However, having a realistic financial plan based on specific
numbers collected through inquiries and experience is a pre-condition for a successful
application.

2. Can travel costs be covered for students from the MENA region to attend the
Summer/Winter School?
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Yes, travel costs ---the costs of visa, flights or other transportation, accommodation, and
lodging during the duration of the programme-- can be covered for eligible PhD candidates &
Master students from the MENA region and Germany.

3. Will the applying entity receive the funds, and take responsibility for the whole
organisation of the event or will the DAAD be in charge of the budget?

The responsibility of the event-organisation lies with the partner and host universities. The
DAAD Regional Office is responsible for the overall budget. Prior approval of the eligibility of
the requested amounts, of the service providers to be used (only from the formal sector) is
necessary. In order to facilitate the allocated funds, it is required that applicants provide
thorough administrative documentation (request for services, offers/quotations and
electronic invoices) during project preparation, implementation, and follow-up, as required
by German law.

By applying to the COSIMENA Funding Program, you agree to adhere to the DAAD's funding
rules and regulations, including the proper submission of the requested documents.
Otherwise, costs may be declared ineligible.

4. Canyou provide the terms of reference or any conditions for the budget
estimation? i.e. maximum number of students/supervisors, funding supportin
terms of flight ticket/accommodation, etc.

Our term of reference is "Bundesreisekostengesetz" (BRKG) for funding flight &
accommodation. In general, there are no restrictions concerning the number of students or
supervisors or the number of participating countries.

5. Isthere a specific template or format that should be followed when creating the
financial plan for these events?

Yes, there is a specific template that can be downloaded when filling out the application
form.

You can download the template here: https://www.daad-egypt.org/files/2025/11/COSIMENA-
Call-for-Funding Template Financial-Plan.xlsx

It is recommended that you base your estimated costs on “actual” numbers (inquiries and
experience) and not assumptions and that you be as specific as possible.

6. Is it possible to pay rental fees for a venue at the Egyptian host university?

No, it is expected and encouraged that the Egyptian partner university hosts the event as a
contribution.

b) Venue of the event:

1. Could the premises of the DAAD Cairo Regional office be used for such an event?
Would this incur any costs?

If an eventis in partnership with an Egyptian university, it is expected and encouraged that
they also host the event. Yet, events can be conducted at the premises of the DAAD Regional
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Office Cairo and there are no costs required for it. However, an early booking for the venue is
required through your contact person.

2. Canthe event be hosted in Germany by a German partner institution?
No, it cannot be hosted in Germany. Events must only take place in Egypt.

3. Canthe event be hybrid or online?
Online and hybrid events can be funded.

4. Isitpossible to rent a venue to conduct the event?

The event can take place at an Egyptian host university or the DAAD premises in Cairo. If an
event is in partnership with an Egyptian university, it is expected and encouraged that they
also host the event. In exceptional cases, if the Egyptian host university and the DAAD have no
availability, then you can use the funds to rent a hall at a hotel.

c) Time Frame:

1. Isthere arecommended or designated timeframe for conducting an event?

Yes, the events should all take place from March until the Mid of November as the budget is
allocated for this period. As the financial department revises the budget “Kassenschluss” in
December, all events should take place before that date.

d) Conditions for Partnership:

1. Isitrequired to submit a written approval from the cooperation Partner?

A letter of commitment/endorsement from the rector of the Egyptian host university should
be submitted.

2. Who must be the main applicant between the partners??

The German partner can submit the application alone or in collaboration with the Egyptian
partner.

3. From which regions may the partners be eligible for COSIMENA funding?

Funding is limited to the institutions and universities located in the MENA region and
Germany. The funds are restricted, and other regions cannot be considered.

4, Is cooperation possible between partners from Germany, the MENA Region, and
university from sub-Saharan Africa?

Cooperation between partners from various regions strengthens the radiance and effect of
the COSIMENA project and is supported. However, only partners from Germany and the MENA
region can be funded and the mobility of the partners from sub-Saharan Africa cannot be
reimbursed. In general, the mobility of partners from regions other than Germany and the
MENA region cannot be funded.
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5. Should we have a partner from Germany or from any other country or not?

It is mandatory to have a partner from Germany. The German Partner can then make the
application alone or in partnership with the Egyptian partner.

6. Itis possible to invite speakers from an institution located in Germany, but the
speakers are not German?

Speakers working in Egypt, Germany or the MENA Region can be generally invited, regardless
of where they originally come from. As the residence principle applies - that is, the place of
employment is decisive, not the nationality.

e) Target Group of the events (participants & guests):

1. Whois the target group for COSIMENA-funded events?

Depending on the individual event format, the focus is on young researchers and scientists
(PhD Candidates for Summer/Winter School) or already established senior experts and
policymakers for the workshops, roundtables, symposia and components of the international
conferences.

Furthermore, a broader academic public is also welcomed in the public lectures format in
order to specifically connect them with the performance of German (or German-Egyptian)
research.

For the bigger workshops, symposia, panels, including stakeholders and policymakers is
encouraged.

f) Application

1. Is there an information session for the call?

Yes, a yearly online information session is held for the call. Announcements for this session
are shared on DAAD's social media (Facebook) and the website.

2. Is there instant technical support for the application?

No, instant technical support is not available. If you face any technical issues, please email a
screenshot of the error message to cosimena@daadcairo.org. You will receive a response
within 2-3 business days.

3. Isthere feedback on the application to help in improving it?

In the scope of the "COSIMENA Call for Funding", specific feedback concerning the
applications will not be provided.
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g) Announcement of the New COSIMENA Call for Funding

1. When will the new call be open?

The announcement of the new COSIMENA Call for Funding is published in the fourth quarter
of each year.

For further queries, please contact: cosimena@daadcairo.org
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